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the virtual literary world during the pandemic



The Literary Virtual World

Since the pandemic started, most artists and arts organizations across 

disciplines have struggled to stay afloat. 

In sharp contrast, the literary community lit up, and there has been an 

outburst of virtual literary readings, conferences, and open mics. 

We’re here today to talk about strategies to encourage students to connect 

with local, national, and global literary communities, and to brainstorm ways 

to share their own works in public spaces.



Create a graded assignment!



For my weekly welcomes and 
announcements, I share 
upcoming readings with 
links, dates  & visuals. 

Share visuals



Student testimonials

In a time where we are confined to our 

homes, uneasy about the potentially 

treacherous path ahead while getting only 

the arcane messages from those in power, it 

is more important than ever that people 

have the opportunity and easy access to 

attend live readings and events.

I will admit that I went into the event I chose thinking 

that I wouldn't enjoy it. It was after a long day of Zoom 

calls, and I felt that I wouldn't enjoy yet another 

onscreen obligation. Mercifully and gratefully, I was 

wrong.

I am a huge proponent of listening to writers 

read their work aloud and of having the 

accountability of sharing what I've written in 

my own literal voice and in real time, so I think 

attending readings is beneficial to a student like 

me during the pandemic.



It's important to engage in something, 

even just by listening and thinking, 

that tickles the right side of our brain 

(creative, artistic) vs. the left 

(analytical, methodical).

Virtual readings are a beautiful, powerful way to stay 

engaged in the world during a time where it's so easy to 

feel unmoored, disconnected, and alone in our emotions. 

As an audience member, I feel like I still experience many 

of the same benefits as I might at a live reading: the 

opportunity to see tone and expression come to life as the 

written word becomes the spoken, performed word.

Student testimonials



Discussion

● Will the demand and need for virtual readings fade as in-person events 

increase?

● Are there ways in which the Writers’ Program community (instructors and 

students) could collaborate to create a virtual literary community together? 

● What else?


